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ñAs far as you are able, join faith to reasonò 

- Boethius, On The Consolation of 

Philosophy 

Scholasticism does not represent a 

singular school of thought, rather it 

represents the assumption that faith and 

reason work together in knowing God.   

While it is associated with the 

ñSchoolmenò, its roots pre-date the rise of 

Medieval cities and universities. 



The New Europe 

While the Eastern Roman Empire or Byzantium 

remained Hellenistic/Greco-Roman.  What had 

been the Western Roman Empire became 

dominated by ñnew peoplesò, especially the 

Germanic tribes, and even as the Frankish 

Carolingian empire eventually arose and 

formed the Holy Roman Empire; Feudalism 

rather than centralized Imperialism, became 

the common form of governance.   



Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius, 

c.477-524 AD 
Boethius was a Roman patrician in the 

service of an Ostrogoth King, thus showing 

the change in Western society. 

Unlike many scholars of his time in the West, 

he had a command of not only Latin but also 

Greek. 

He felt that reason could like faith know God, 

and in his On the Consolation of Philosophy, 
argues for the immortality of the soul without 

any reference to Sacred Scripture.   


