don't call these books the Law, Prophets
and writings, asin Judaism. The whole col-
lection is Old Testament, the very designation
assumes that there isaNew Testament reve-
lation pointed to by the Old.

For Judaism scripture is complete with the
Old Testament and one interprets this revela-

Messianic

Another method of prophetic inter-
pretation isalegory. Patridtic litera-
tureisfull of dlegoricd interpretations
of scripture. Allegory helps usview
life from multiple, often contradictory
angles and find the truth.  Allegory
smoothes over the differencesin point
of view bringsthe mind

tion astherules of lifetoday. In
the Patridtic tradition, the Old
Testament is a preparation for the| 0 Ephrathah!
coming savaion in Chrid.
Throughout the Old Testament
we find revelation that teaches
spiritud truth. But at the same
time, these truths are made per-
fectin Chrigt. Inthe Old Testa-
ment we find the shadow, in the
New Testament the fullness of
truth.

to give birth i
drous manne

gether with

We see many pardleswith the
life of Christ and key figuresin joice with th
the history of Isragl. This earth.
“typology” has and dement of
prophecy. But the referenceis
oblique and more poetic. Typol-
ogy finds patternsin events and
people in the Old Testament brought to
perfection in the New Testament.

Matins Hymn
Sunday of the
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divine Son, who lies in
a manger in a cave.
What an awesome
mystery! Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, to-

Prophets and Patri-
archs, already cele-
brate his divine birth,

and the angelsre-

Rejoice, 0 Bethlehem; || many thingsto contem:
and prepare yourself, f§ plate at the same time.

For the

Mother of God comes | In the preparation for the Na-

nawon- ptivity of Our Lord we see

rtoher i concrete examples of this
type of interpretation. The
Matins Hymn of Light cited
here unites the Old Testament
tradition under the umbrella of
all the | praisefor Chrigt’ sbirth. The
Patriarchs and dl the history
of Israel are prophetsto the
birth of Chridt. Israel on

ose on | earth echoesthe praise of the
angdsin heaven, prodaming
the incarnation of God's Son.
Matthew opens the door to
some specific examples of the
prophets preparing us for the
coming of Chrigt. By reading and pray-
ing the Old Testament we can see the
fullness of God's mystery unfolding to-
wards our own savation.

of Light
Holy Fa-

Prophecy

For all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John; and if you are
willing to acceptit, he isElijahwho is

tocome. The Prophetic Message on the coming of Christ |

Matthew 11:13-14

Messiah

Jesus as Christ

Messiah is a Hebrew term meaning

“Anointed Ong,” in Greek theword is

When preaching during his public

Chrigt. The practice of anointing a

ministry Jesus points out the proph- | 7757 15¢ warearos
ets and the law prophetically pro-
claming the coming of Jesus as
Messiah. In Matthew chapter 11
he connects John the Baptist with
thistradition by cdling him Elijah.
Elijah wasthe first and grestest
prophet in the land of Israd. Since
Elijah never died, he was taken up

into heaven on the fiery chariot, Jews ex-

leader with oil asaggn of thar
office was common in the ancient
Near Eadt. Inthe Byzantinetra
dition we anoint the newly bap-
tized with Chrism asadgn and
sed of ther officein the Church.
Chrismation occursimmediately
after Baptiam.

above. On theroad to the

pected him to return proclaming [ s took place to fulfil ] Cross Jesus asks the apostles
the messiah. Jesus acknowi- whatthe Lord had spoken | who heis. Peter responds
edgesthistradition and lefsus | by the prophet: "Behold,a | wjth the open proclamation,
know that John the Baptist ful- virgin shall conceive and “You arethe Christ.” Jesus
fillsthis expectation. When bearha f’lon’ anﬂ nisname | - knowledges the title. He
John the Baptist points to Jesus m:nua eIP(?NChainel ?nizhs, points out that Peter has this
asthe Lamb of God, that makes Godwith us). knowledge by God's gift. He
Jesus the Messiah or Anointed then points to the need for the
one. Matthew 1:22-23, cross. Peter then objects.
R The image of torture and
Jesus does not openly take the desth does not fit with the im

title Chrigt in the Gospdl tradition. He d-
ludesto thetitle in atements like the

1

age of Messah. But Jesusindgsthe
gpostle smode of Messiah must adjust



Messianic

to meet his new standard. Jesustakesthe
image of messiah current in Judaism and ex-
tends the role of the Chrigt to include his suf-
fering and deeth.

riod. Normdly, aperson is placed onto the
liturgica cdendar on their heavenly birthday
(the day they die). With figuresfrom the Old
Tegtament the Church sdectsthe
most appropriate season for their
commemoration. The placing of so
many prophets onto the caendar in
this season reinforces the intrinsic
connection between the prophets
and the coming of Jesus Christ. We
are reminded by these commemora-
tionsthat Jesusisthe Christ. That
Jesus comingisforetold. That we
believein Jesus continuity with the
tradition of the Old Testament.

They told him, "In Bethle-
hem of Judea; forsoitis
written by the prophet:
'‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by

no means leastamong the
rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come aruler
who will govern my peo-

ple Israel.™

Matthew

On November 17, the second
day of the Philipian Fast, we
commemorate the Evangdigt
Matthew. During the following
weeks of the fast we will remem-
ber seven prophets, Obadiah
(November 19), Nahum
(December 1), Habakkuk
(December 2), Zephaniah
(December 3), Haggai (December 16)
and Danid (December 17). This series of
figures reinforces the title of Christ for Je-
sus. Matthew clearly tiesthe
birth of Jesus to the prophets of
old by citing them five times dur-

Matthew 2:5-6,
Micah5:1&
Il Samuel 5:2

Formula Citations

In relaing the infancy story of Jesus Matthew

cites the Old Testament five times as prophetic.

: : Each in this series of prophetic cita-

Thiswas fo flfll what the | tions highlights how adifferent as-
Or8 At oPOKen BYTNE N nect of the birth of Jesusis directly

ing theinfancy narrative. Mat- prop?i; gztn(:;i%{f-t- nave foretold in the Old Testament.
thew’s commemoration stands &t These quotations reinforce our faith
the opening of the Philipian Fast Matthew 2:15 that Jesusisthe Christ. Aswe
because he clearly illuminates the Hoseall:l search the scriptures we find more

connection between the prophets
of old and Jesus' hirth.

and more detailsin the life of Jesus
prophetically embedded in Old Testament revela-
tion.

Almogt haf of the Old Testament prophets

have their feast day in this preparation pe-

Prophecy

John Chrysostom expressed the process

thisway, “The angd makes reference to
Isaiah, and not to Isaiah only but to

Naturdly, rabbinicd literature interpretsthe
same texts differently, but this method is
used by both Jews and Christians.

God who speaks through Isaiah.
For he does not refer this saying to
Isaiah as such but to the God of all.
Hence he did not say smply that

‘Al this took placeto fulfill what the | 2nd loud lamentation, Ra-
chelweeping for her chil-

dren; she refused to be con-
soled, because they were

Lord had spoken by Isaiah’ but * Al
thistook place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet.’
The mouth indeed was Isaiah’s , but
the oracle was wafted from

above.” (Homily 5.2 on Matthew
1:22)

Because God is the ultimate source of
revelation in scripture, the prophet Isaiah
can proclam an oracle to the king of

Matthew 2:17-18
Jeremiah 31:15

Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by the prophet
Jeremiah: "Avoice was

heard in Ramah, wailing

In Matthew we have examples
of composite quotations as
well. Thisisthe pattern of
joining two verses from differ-
ent books to support asingle
themeor idea. Thisispossble
because we know that God is
the source of al scripture, so
joining Micah and Il Samud in
Matthew 2:5-8 is naturd.

no more."

(LXX 38:15)

andent Igradl that isfulfilled in both
his own time and the birth of Jesus.
The origind purpose of the oracle
was important and true. The ultimate

Both books proceed from the
Same source.
Old Testament
And he wentand dweltina
city called Nazareth, that [ JEsUS speech about John the
what was spoken by the  f| Baptist from Matthew cited

prophets might be fulfilled, {§ above demonstrates the role of

fuifiliment of the orade iseven mare | ¢ onallbecalledaNaza- | ojd Testament revelation for

important and true.

Chrigtians adopted this method of
using scripture from the Jewish tradi-
tion of the Pharisees.  The preaching

of Jesus preserved in the Gospels and the

work of Patrigtic authors use this same
method of scripture fulfillment citations.

3

rene."

Chrigians. “All the prophets
and the law prophesied,” the

Matthew 2:23, ) : :
Isaiah 4:3 & law isthe Torah, thefirg five
Judges 16:17 books of the Old Testament,

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
numbers and Deuteronomy. Starting from
the mouth of Jesus, Chrigtians see scripture
asasdgn paointing to reveation in Christ. We



